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March 11, 2004
UM CELEBRATES BRAIN AWARENESS WEEK WITH CLASSROOM VISITS -
The University of Montana will celebrate Brain Awareness Week, which runs March 15-21, 
with visits to three classes at Washington Middle School on Monday, March 15.
Two technicians working at UM neuroscience labs, Alicia Awes and Erin O ’Brien, as well as 
undergraduate student Lisa Woods, will visit Theresa Toller’s eighth-grade science classes, 
which run from 8:15 to 9 a.m., 9 to 10 a.m. and 10 to 11:45 a.m. The UM representatives will 
discuss brain anatomy and function, lead a hands-on activity to build a model brain cell and 
have sheep brains for interested students to handle and examine.
The visits are being sponsored by UM’s Center for Structure and Functional Neuroscience, 
which is part of the National Institutes of Health and the Centers for Biomedical Research 
Excellence. Thanks to a federal NIH grant, UM researchers are working to understand brain 
damage that can lead to disability and mental illness. This knowledge will allow scientists to 
develop better treatments.
Brain Awareness Week is designed to create interest in and raise public awareness of brain 
research being done in communities across the nation. Fifty million Americans have suffered 
damage to their brains or spinal cords that limits their daily activities. Also, every three 
minutes someone dies of a stroke, and one in three Americans will experience some form of 
mental disorder at some point in their lives.
For more information, call UM’s Richard Bridges at 243-4972 or Washington Middle School’s 
Toller at 542-4085. For overall information about Brain Awareness Week, go online to 
www. sfn.org/content/AboutSFN 1 /NewsReleases/pr_030504. html.
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